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SAINT-PÉE-SUR-NIVELLE / QUARTIER IBARRON

7,4 km 260 m 2h15 Circuit PR (yellow)

From Saint-Jean-de-Luz (exit n°3 on A63 motorway), follow the D918 towards Saint-Pée-sur-Nivelle and
Cambo-les-Bains. Pass Ascain and drive another 5.5 km to the Ibarron district, located 2 km before Saint-
Pée-sur-Nivelle’s Ibarron district. Car park around the “fronton” pelota court.

 SECTION 1 > From Ibarron to Aroztegia farmhouse 
UTM : 615950 - 4801295
Opposite the Ibarron pelota court and to the right of a 
traditional house, follow Aroztegia street. Leave the area 
in the middle of beautiful Basque houses. After 300 me-
ters, take the path on the left and cross an old stone 
bridge that spans the river by a single arch. On the other 
side of the river, the path joins the Aroztegia farm. Go 
past it walking on the road.

 SECTION 2 > DFrom Aroztegia farmhouse to Sainte Barbe cross 
UTM : 615490 - 4800975
Just after Aroztegia farmhouse, ignore the Bidartia road 
on the right and immediately afterwards turn right on a 
dirt forest track. Start slowly on this steep slope. At the 
T-junction, keep going left on another path. After having 
crossed a stream, the path crosses a track: now go up to 
the right on the gullied track. It comes out of the wood 
and broom to an open space with a view of the Rhune at 
a small grassy pass (hunting lodge). Keep walking on the 
obvious ridge path. Leave a path intersection and keep 
walking up to the Sainte-Barbe cross.
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There are beautiful Basque 
houses, a one hundred-year  
old stone bridge. Ibarron is a  
secret and wild valley to discover: 
the route goes to Sainte Barbe 
cross, a beautiful spot with  
a remarkable view from the  
Atlantic coast towards the  
Basque mountain.
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Section 4

POINTS OF INTEREST 
 v The bridge of the Virgin  
of Ibarron  (0,35 km)
Ibarron is the oldest part of Saint-
Pée-sur-Nivelle, and its old stone 
bridge has probably spanned the 
Nivelle for seven centuries. A single 
overhead arch crosses the river and 
supports a paved roadway with two 
slopes. A building subject to floo-
ding is placed under the protection 
of Virgin Mary, hence its dedicated 
niche and name..
UTM : 615596  4801213

 v Sainte-Barbe cross (2 km)
Although facinated by the panora-
ma of the Sainte-Barbe cross, do  
not forget to observe the ground  
at the top of the hill. 50 cm south of 
the cross, you can see the remains 
of a stone circle (or cromlech), a 
tumulus which testifies of human 
presence in protohistoric times.
UTM : 614454 - 4801306

 v Pollarded trees  (5 km)
In several places in the Uzkain 
valley, you can observe trees with 
enigmatic shapes: massive trunks 
surmounted by strange blisters, 
multiple and slender branches. 
These profiles are the result of  
repeated felling and removal of 
wood by generations of local people.
UTM : 614548 - 4800187

 v The riparian forest 
(6,2 km)
The riparian forest is essential  
to the ecological balance of a  
watercourse (soil maintenance, 
animal shelter). Within a few meters 
near watercourse, you can find a 
variety of species adapted to 
cool and damp soil: ferns, alders, 
willows, locust trees, ash trees, 
plane trees, hornbeams, elder trees.
UTM : 615344 – 4800514

FACILITIES AND SERVICES 
Ibarron, “fronton” pelota court, 
drinkable water point, toilets,  
picnic tables. 
UTM : 615 975 - 4801 313

 SECTION 3 > From the Sainte-Barbe cross to the Uzkain stream
UTM : 614454 - 4801306
Walk back from the cross on the same path and turn right 
at the first intersection. A large path goes down opposite 
the Rhune towards a bend in a stony track, which you fol-
low to the right (cattle grid). After a second cattle grid, 
keep going on the track down to the right. Then reach a 
T-junction with a new track: continue walking down to the 
left (ruined barn) and 100 m further on (shed on the left), 
follow the dirt track to the right and then the stony path 
that drops down opposite along a fence. You can have a 
break on a bench under a beautiful isolated oak tree.

 SECTION 4 > The Uzkain Valley
UTM : 613503 - 4800786
At the end of the slope there is a T-junction at the edge of the 
Uzkain stream. Follow the sandy, stony path to the left up the 
Uzkain valley. At the Elhorga hay shed, pass under  beautiful 
oak trees and follow an embankment. The path then crosses 
an area of clearings and goes down to cross the river. Cross 
the ford and follow the main path on the opposite bank. After 
a second ford, go straight up under an alley of remarkable oak 
trees. Ignore a path to the right and climb a dirt track to leave 
the Uzkain valley.

 SECTION 5 > Back to Ibarron 
UTM : 615048 - 4800180
As you go through a pass (gate on the left), ignore the 
path on the right and go down on the wide dirt track back 
to Ibarron. It bends a few times and comes to an intersec-
tion at the bottom of the valley. Keep going right on the 
wide track that runs along the left side of the main stream. 
Walk back to the Aroztegia farmhouse and cross the old 
bridge to the car park on Ibarron “fronton” square. 
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